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MR. CHRISTIAN: I will give you the identification 
on e Vietnamese delegation mentioned in the Pool Report. 

Let s start with President Thieu on the Vietnamese side, 
o his right. Minister Ko and Ambassador Diem* 

. Pres i^-nt Thieu 's left. Minister Vy, General 

ien, eneral T.^eeler ' s counterpart, Ambassador Due, my 
counterpart, and Colonel Tran sat at the far left of 

President Thieu just briefly during the session to expand 
on a report, 

0n ^e American side, to the President's right 
o the end of the table. Secretary Rusk, Ambassador Bunker, 
a t Rostov/, Bill Bundy, From the President's left to the 

end of the table. Secretary Clifford, General Wheeler, and * 

George Christian, 

. course there v/ere a number of other people 

m the room. 


We have reproduced for you President Thieu' s 
statement to the Joint Session. We will give you that 
now. It is a three-page statement. 

The private session between the two Presidents 

an k° ur * The siim of the information 
on this that I have for you is that President Johnson 

asked President Thieu for a summary of his thoughts on the 
present situation. 

President Thieu responded with a summary of the 
military situation, the actions the Government of Vietnam 
have taken since they last met, and they discussed President 
Thieu *s visit with Secretary Clifford and General Wheeler. 

The President asked Secretary Rusk to join the 
meeting to brief President Thieu on the current diplomatic 
situation, including his evaluation of the Paris talks. Of 
course. President Thieu is kept closely up to date on that 
situation by his ov/n representative in Paris, as well as 

Ambassador Bunker. Secretary Rusk gave an evaluation of 
that. 
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You will have President Thieu's statement shortly. 
President Thieu’s Ministers also gave summary reports in the 
general meeting on subjects ranging from the military situation, 
including mobilization and draft plans, the current program 
of the Armed Forces of Vietnam, the rural development 
program, status of pacification, status of the economy, 
the agricultural situation, and the current problems in 
agriculture. 

I believe that pretty well covers the reports. 

Q George, in what language were the reports given? 

MR. CHRISTIAN: The entire session was conducted 
in English. There were State Department interpreters in the 
booth that Bob Pierpoint referred to in the Pool Report. There 
may have been one or two Vietnamese representatives in the 
room who may have used the earphones for French translation, 
but none the delegation at the table used them. 

Q Is this a complete list of topics discussed, 
or are you allowing that they might have discussed other 
things, such as the bombing pause or the possibility of that? 

MR. CHRISTIAN: I am giving you the net of what the 
two Presidents told Mr. Due and myself of their private 
conversations. You have everything I have on that. 

4 

Q How long was Secretary Rusk there, George? 

MR. CHRISTIAN: For about the last ten minutes 

or so. 

Q You don't rule out that they could have 
discussed other things in their private meeting? 

MR. CHRISTIAN: I just gave you what they told me 
they discussed when I questioned them about it. 

Q Do you have President Thieu's statement avail- 
able now? 

MR. CHRISTIAN: Yes. 

Q In the President's statement to Thieu yesterday 
at the airport, what did he mean by "deception"? 

He used the v/ord deception in saying, J'Tho United 
States would protect Vietnam against deception. How do 
you define that word in the context of the situation as 
it exists now? 


MR. CHRISTIAN: I will have to give you some back 
ground on that later, Nick. I don't want to get into what 
was said yesterday now. 

Q Did President Johnson also make a formal 
statement at the general meeting? 
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MR* CHRISTIAN: No, President Johnson did not make 
a formal statement. He thanked President Thieu for coming 

here and asked him to make any statements that he would like 
to. 


The President wanted to hear from all of the 
Vietnamese delegation. There were questions asked by 
various members of the American delegation during the 
discussions and one or two brief reports were made by 
members of the American delegation on current situations. 
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Q George, can you give us any further explanation 

on , reasons for the telescoping of the conference 
scheduled from the one you announced before we carne? 


MR. CHRISTIAN s I don't think that the word 

telescoping would be a proper word. I told you on background 

in Texas that we would more than likely be leaving Saturday. 
This is the case. 


The luncheon today is being hosted by President 

Thieu . The President will have the dinner tonight at his 
residence. 


The two presidents will have breakfast together 
tomorrow rather than lunch. 

Q Here? 


MR. CHRISTIAN t Yes. 

I would anticipate that the communique would be issued 
early. As I told you again in Texas on background, we 
will make every effort to complete this session early enough 
on Saturday to meet your deadlines. 

Vie have tried to push forward all of 

Saturday * s events, including President Thieu 1 s news 

conference so that it can be held early enough Hawaii time* 

for our particular deadline problems in the Continental 
United States. 

So the program is being pushed forward a couple of 
hours. That is what it amounts to. 


Q Unless the delegations get up very early 

Saturday morning , there isn 1 t going to be much time for 

rewriting. What about getting the communique late 
tonight? 

- l -R° CHRISTIANs We will just have to see, Charlie. 
Obviously, the communique will be a principal work topic 
this evening by both presidents and both delegations. 

Whether the final version is finally agreed to tonight, 
I cannot anticipate . I would expect they will be pretty 
well .along, though, this evening. 

Q What time are they going to have breakfast? 

MR. CHRISTIANS 8 o’clock. 

C So we are going to come here early, then? 

MR. CHRISTIAN: That is correct. You are going to 
leave the hotel by 7. 

Q The communique will be issued here and 

President Thieu * s press conference will be held here? 

MR. CHRISTIAN: That is correct. 
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Q Is there any possibility of a Johnson press 

conference? 

MR. CHRISTIAN: Not at this time. 

Q Any at the Ranch? 

MR. CHRISTIAN: I will just have to leave it 
at that , Doug. There are no plans for a news conference 
here at this time. 

Q George, can it be on the record that the President 

is going back to the Ranch? 

MR. CHRISTIAN; Yes. The President intends to land 
at Bergstrom tomorrow night, Texas time. The President 
intends to spend the night there. 

There will be a 7 o'clock baggage pickup in the morning 
by the press room door. There will be a 7 o'clock bus here. 
After all the events here tomorrow morning, we will go 
directly from Camp Smith to Hickam Field. 

Q Filing time here? 

MR. CHRISTIAN^ There will be adequate filing time. 

We won't have to leave until later in the morning. 

i 

Q How long are they going to talk into the 

afternoon? 


MR. CHRISTIAKs I will have to tell you when I get 
back, Charles. They will continue to talk over lunch. 

I would anticipate there would be a break, though, after 
the lunch. 

Q Will they stay at the Camp and then go back to 

the talks? 

MR. CHRISTIAN: I would imagine they will go back to 
their residences. 

Q And then not meet again until dinner? 

MR. CHRISTIAN: And meet tonight. 

Q George, is there any possibility of a 

Cincinnati stop? 

MR. CHRISTIAN: Doug, the President has no plans 
for a stop there, no. 

Q Will there be any statements at the airport 

at final departure? 

MR. CHRISTIAN; We will just have to see. I don't 
anticipate anything. 

Q Will there be anything after the dinner tonight? 

MR. CHRISTIANS X will give you more information on that 

later. 


THE PRESS. Thank you. 


<3 


END 


(AT 1:30 P.M. HST) 
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MR, CHRISTIAN: The luncheon broke up at 2:25. 

Q When did it start? 

MR. CHRISTIAN; It started at 1:05. 

* 

Q What happened at the lunch? 

MR. CHRISTIAN: I think Tom has already given you 
the information, and who sat at the two Presidents’ tables. 

There was just general conversation. 

Q What is the President going to do this afternoon? 

* 

MR. CHRISTIAN: The President is returning to the 
residence. I think, as Tom told you, the two Defense 
Secretaries and Foreign Ministers will be meeting here this 
afternoon in separate meetings. 

Q Do you know what the President's activities 
will be this afternoon? 

MR. CHRISTIAN: No, I don't. 

Q Is he going to take the afternoon off and rest 
or is he working with Secretary Rusk and those people? 

MR. CHRISTIAN: The President has some things to 
do, but I don't have the details of his activities. 

Q What time is the dinner tonight? 

MR. CHRISTIAN: The dinner will be at 8:00. 

Q There is not going to be anything out of that, 

right? 

MR. CHRISTIAN: That is correct. 

Q This lid now has ruled out the communique 

tonight? 

MR. CHRISTIAN: Yes. Because of the uncertainty 
of it, I would rather leave it at as early in the morning 
as we can give it to you. 

Colonel Lam has just advised me that President 
Thieu is meeting with members of the Vietnamese community 
here in Honolulu at 4:00 at the Royal Hawaiian Hotel. 

The press is welcome for that. 
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that vo„ J?n - W ° Uld y ° U antici P ate there is any possibility 
tnat you will issue a communique at the hotel very early in 
the morning, or issue it here? y 


< 4 - • C HRISTIAN * Unless you are told otherwise — 

ifc ls hl 9 hly unlikely that there will be any change in 
tnis — we will have the communique here in the morning. 


THE PRESS : Thank you . 

END (AT 2:30 P.M. HST) 
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